COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL
At the monthly meeting of Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 22nd February 2005 there were present: -

Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott (Mayor)


                        M T Weston (Deputy Mayor)


Mrs C Allaway-Martin





D J Atherley

Mrs J Baynham

C T Elsmore

C P Kay

A M Lacey





C Lusty





Mrs S Merrikin





N W Penny





J A Shaw


from 7.27pm

Apologies received and accepted: 
Councillor R D Phelps

Apologies received:


Gloucestershire Constabulary






District Councillor A Bensted






County Councillor P Chamberlain

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott announced that Councillor R Phelps was ill in hospital and the Council sent good wishes for a speedy return to good health.

The Clerk would be attending a training course on 23rd and 25th February and the office would be closed on both days.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott welcomed Mrs Marilyn Cox, Chair, Coleford Area Partnership, to the meeting to give an update on the work of the Partnership.

Mrs Cox began by thanking the Council for agreeing to release funds to cover the Partnership’s additional costs for the feasibility study on the Community Centre.

Areas of recent achievements by the Partnership included:

The Coleford 2020 Plan – a glossy brochure to be delivered throughout the area showing the work being carried out and plans for the future.

Consolidating events in the area – much work has been put into events.  To maximise the tourism benefits events now need consolidating with the events in other Forest Towns.

Community Awards - £2900 has been awarded to various organisations within the Partnership’s areas, including Lydbrook, Redbrook, Staunton, Newland.

Life Long Learning – With the Forest of Dean District Council and the Local Strategic Partnership the Partnership acts as a monitoring system for this project.  Volunteers have now taken on the work of this project to upskill the local labour force and giving skills on paper.

The current Partnership workplan covers: 

· Coleford Community Centre development

· Persuasive Transport Plan – working to make transport effective

· Improved Sewage System

· Tourism/Local Forest Branding

· Increased Youth Facilities

· Review and implement the event mix

· Consolidate Life Long Learning work in other parishes

· Affordable housing

Mrs Cox requested feedback from members to the Partnership on this workplan.

Involvement by the Parishes is important to ensure:

· Each parish is given a presentation of the Plan review, individually and jointly

· Parish Plan ideas are incorporated

· There is an increased awareness and membership of the Partnership through publicity and active engagement thematically

· A share/exchange of skills and information

Parish involvement can be achieved through parish councils, planning groups, luncheon clubs, community organisations, community award winners, schools, libraries, health centres and community social events.

The benefits to the Partnership and the Parishes include:

· Common progress to one aim

· Inclusion of people not originally in theme groups

· Raising awareness of the changing scenarios

· Community engagement socially

A Community quiz had been arranged for 7th March.

With regard to the Coleford Enterprise Centre Mrs Cox advised members that the draft feasibility study had been received and the following options evaluated:

Refurbishment of the present Centre

This option was very expensive.  It would function but still be an old building occupying the current position on the site.

Other Options

1. Remove the current building and rebuild in the same position

2. Remove the current building and build in a new position on the site

Of these options rebuilding in a new position on the site is the most efficient.  A new building, in a forward position on Bank Street would allow parts of the site for other use and by incorporating the land to the rear of the present centre (owned by Forest of Dean District Council).  This land would be used for affordable housing.  The existing centre could still be used during the construction of the new building.

Mrs Cox advised that a funding application to South West Regional Development Agency for £150,000 should give additional facilities for the community.  Some car parking spaces at the front of the site would be lost.  Parking for centre users would be dominant – currently many spaces are occupied during the day by non-centre users.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott added that the reason the County Council had funds was because they had set aside funding for Adult Day Care in Coleford.

Mrs Cox invited members’ questions.  These included:

· The need for the partnership to ensure transport integration to bring users to the centre

· The very good presentation of the brochure

· Number of affordable housing units and the offsetting of housing against the cost of the new centre 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott thanked Mrs Cox for her update and advised that she had attended a meeting at Shire Hall with Mrs Cox the previous week.

Mrs Cox left the meeting at 7.26pm.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

337 (a)
VISIT TO CCTV CONTROL CENTRE

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston and Councillor C Elsmore requested they visit the centre in the early hours of a Sunday morning, if at all possible.

MINUTE NO.316

Members agreed to amend this minute to read:

A copy of the draft Feasibility Study will be kept in the office.

RESOLVED that the sum of £3000 be released from the ear-marked Community Centre Reserve to cover additional feasibility study costs.  

Proposed: Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin, seconded Deputy Mayor, M Weston.  All members were in agreement.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

338.
WHITECLIFF BROOK – COLLAPSE OF THE CULVERT 


A new collapse of the culvert had occurred which was fenced off immediately the clerk notified the County Council.


Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston spoke of the collapses over the past 25 years and that no one has ascertained where the water disappears to and why the collapses are occurring.  The new collapse shows water going both under the road and into the field.  No water continues into the brook past the current collapse.  If the culvert is collapsing in the road then it must also be collapsing under the dwellings higher up in the town.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott spoke of the need to find a way forward.  The Town Council was arranging dates for a meeting of all the parties involved.

Members concerns included: -

· Disabled having to again use the roadway

· Safety of the road which is used by very heavy vehicles

· Inconveniences to residents of Whitecliff, Newland and Clearwell should a major collapse occur

· The importance of further photographing and documenting of the area

339.
60th ANNIVERSARY OF END OF WORLD WAR II – FORMAT FOR THE CELEBRATIONS


The Coleford branch of the Royal British Legion and the Town Council will work together for the celebrations.

The Royal British Legion will be organising a Parade on Sunday 10th July at 2.30pm followed by a church service at St Johns Church.  After the service a picnic will take place at the Community Centre with everyone bringing their own ‘rations’.  An application will be made to the Home Front Recall, a special lottery fund to cover all events proposed during a week long event. A joint committee will be needed to compile a programme, invitations and an exhibition of war time memorabilia etc.  Much work can be done through older persons groups.

340.
TOWN CENTRE FLOWER CONTRACT – TO AGREE THE SPECIFICATION OF WORK PRIOR TO INVITING TENDERS.


Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston declared an interest in this item and took


no part in the discussion.

Members agreed the specification of work for the new contract.  Councillor M Lacey proposed extending the current contract by one month and putting the new contract out to tender.

Councillors N Penny and C Elsmore seconded the proposal with members in favour.

341.
PLANS

Councillor Mrs J Baynham declared an interest in the application DF4540/G(P0212/05/FUL) to Woodhouse, Prosper Lane, Coalway.

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 8th February were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 22nd February were amended in relation to application DF13029/A(P0210/05/OUT) land at Kingsway, Broadwell.  The recommendation was amended to read ‘Objection due to hydraulic overload’ before agreement.

Applicant


Proposals



Recommendations
DF10179/D(P0109/05/OUT)
Erection of two pairs of semi

Concerns regarding 
Land at Forest Road / 

detached dwellings and the 

vehicle parking on the

Station Road


erection of a terrace of three dwellings.
road. Perhaps 

Milkwall







properties could be

re-sited further back to allow a lay by for parking to the front, Concerns over additional traffic and poor visibility at junction.

DF4540/F(P0114/05/OUT)
Erection of a detached dwelling

No objections
Land at Lacinda, 


with ancillary works. 

Prosper Lane,


(Treatment plant drainage)

Coalway, 

Coleford

DF13160 (P0148/05/FUL)
Erection of a detached annexe building
Support application

Glebe House, 


to provide ancillary facilities

Parkend Walk,


for a disabled person.

Coalway, 

Coleford

DF6791/P (P1540/04/FUL)
Erection of nine 6m high floodlighting
Support application
Golf Driving Range, 

columns for golf driving range.

Mile End, 

Coleford

DF13163 (P0150/05/FUL)
Alterations and extensions to dwelling.
No objections
27 Gloucester Road, 

Coleford

DF11876/A (P0011/05/FUL)
Alterations and extensions to dwelling
No objections

11 Woodville Avenue,

and erection of a detached private 

Mile End, 


car garage/gym (Revised Scheme)

Coleford

DF3428/B (P0157/05/FUL)
Replacement of skittle alley with larger
No objections
The Pike House Tavern, 

conservatory, providing function room

2 Grove Road, 


and skittle alley.

Berry Hill 

DF6105/A (P0216/05/FUL)
Erection of a conservatory


No objections
The Purple Patch Cottage, 

Palmers Flat, 

Coalway

DF1965/U (P0195/05/FUL)
Alterations and extension to dwelling
No objections
10 Speedwell, 

Mile End, 

Coleford

DF270/5/M (P0211/05/FUL)
Alterations and extension to dwelling. 
No objections

Dean Dale, 


Erection of a conservatory

21 Orchard Road, 

Coleford

DF4540/G(P0212/05/FUL)
Alterations and extensions to existing
No objections.
Woodhouse, 


dwelling to create two dwellings.

Observation – style of

Prosper Lane, 







fenestration should 

Coalway








match the existing










building.

DF13029/A (P0210/05/OUT)
Outline application for the erection

Objection due to
Land at Kingsway,

of a pair of dwellings. Alterations

hydraulic overload

Broadwell


to vehicular access. (Resubmission).

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Town and Country Planning Act 1990

Site:


Land at 19 South Road, Broadwell, Coleford

Development:
Erection of three buildings containing 14 apartments. Alterations to vehicular access and layout of associated parking facilities.

APPLICATION WITHDRAWN

CORRESPONDENCE 

342.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – CHANGES IN AIRSPACE STRUCTURE – CONSULTATION DOCUMENT


Councillor Mrs C Allaway Martin agreed to read the report and make comment.

343.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – GLOUCESTERSHIRE STRUCTURE PLAN – PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott and Councillors Mrs J Baynham and A M Lacey agreed to read the document and make comment.      

344.
COLEFORD CARNIVAL OF TRANSPORT – PERMISSION REQUEST RE. USE OF TOWN CENTRE.

Members unanimously agreed to again permit use of the Town Centre for this event.

345.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL – RE. INFORMATION EXCHANGE


Members noted these dates of the events.

346.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – RE. MEDAL FOR COURAGE


Members noted the award but did not wish to make any nomination.

347.
COLEFORD MUSIC FESTIVAL

Members unanimously agreed to again permit the use of the Town Centre for this event and allow the Music Festival flag to be flown and the flower trough concealed.

348.
MRS M A BELL – COLEFORD TEA DANCE GROUP

The Tea Dance group requested financial help towards a visit to a similar group in Cirencester in May.

The Clerk was instructed to write advising that the grant monies for the current financial year had been allocated and if on-going funding was needed the group should apply for a grant in the next financial year.

The Mayor agreed to donate £25 from the Mayor’s allowance to the group.

349.      DAVID MOORE – VERBIL PROTEST REGARDING TELEPHONING 


COLEFORD HEALTH CENTRE


Mr Moore had requested his protest be brought to the Council.

Members were all aware of the recently introduced telephone system and were in agreement that premium rate calls were unacceptable for use in a Health Centre.

Councillor C P Kay moved the following resolution:

This Council condemns the Health Centre in Coleford using a national number for telephone calls.


Members were all in agreement with the resolution.

350.
MEMBERS REPORTS

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott’s written report covered attendance at the Rural Transport Partnership and Community Transport in Gloucestershire conference and notes on other meeting attended during the month.

Councillor Mrs J Baynham together with Councillor J Shaw had attended an AONB information day at Tintern. Forest Enterprise advised that they wish in future to involve Town and Parish Councils by advising what work was being carried out in local areas and the reasons for doing the work. 

Councillor Mrs J Baynham advised that, due to the large number of reported cases of mumps the West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust is setting up clinics where immunisations will be available.

Councillor C P Kay left the meeting at 8.30 pm.

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin had attended an Open Spaces and Play Area meeting at the District Council. The meeting was well attended but due to poor information and knowledge from the District Council it was agreed to re-convene at a future date.

Councillor D Atherley’s written report covered the Police and Community Consultative meeting held on 2nd February 2005.

Councillor N Penny felt that a further Health and Safety working group meeting should be held. This would be held on 8th March 2005 at 7pm.

Councillor M Weston noted the following:

The extended 30mph speed restricted area in Newland Street was now operational.   No new signage was yet in place.

Rats had been reported in the Town Centre.

Squatters were living in the old Feathers Hotel.

Councillor J Shaw advised members that the new agreement he had seen between NALC and the SLCC regarding the terms and conditions for Clerks was the poorest scheme he had seen in 40 years of working with job evaluations. 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott advised that the Forestry Commission will give the Town Council a Trafalgar Oak Tree to plant.

There being no other business meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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